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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 020983 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S PRESS CONFERENCE, JANUARY 3 1 

1 . AT HIS JANUARY 31 PRESS CONFERENCE, WHICH IS SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN AT 10:00 A.M., SECRETARY VANCE WILL DELIVER A 
PREPARED STATEMENT ON RHODESIA. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO 
DELIVER A COPY OF THIS STATEMENT TO THE HIGHEST RANKING 
APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL WHO IS AVAILABLE TO RECEIVE IT. IF 
POSSIBLE, THE STATEMENT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
LOCAL OFFICIALS BEFORE SECRETARY VANCE DELIVERS IT IN 
WASHINGTON. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. WE VERY MUCH REGRET THAT EFFORTS TO REACH 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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A SATISFACTORY NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO THE RHODESIAN 
PROBLEM HAVE, FOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST, BEEN DEALT A SERIOUS 
BLOW. THE POSITION ANNOUNCED BY IAN SMITH HAS RESULTED 
IN A NEW AND MORE DANGEROUS SITUATION REGARDING THE 
PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 

WE REMAIN DEDICATED TO A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE 
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RHODESIAN ISSUE LEADING TO MAIORITY RULE. WE ARE 
CONFERRING WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. AND ARE CONTINUING 
TO CONSULT WITH THE AFRICAN LEADERS MOST DIRECTLY CON 
CERNED WITH THIS PROBLEM, AS WELL AS THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. THE BRITISH PROPOSAL REMAINS, IN 
OUR VIEW, A VALID BASIS FOR NEGOTIATION. 

THE RHODESIAN AUTHORITIES SHOULD UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THAT 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN THEY COUNT ON ANY FORM OF 
AMERICAN ASSISTANCE IN THEIR EFFORT TO PREVENT MAIORITY 
RULE IN RHODESIA OR TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
EXCLUDE LEADERS OF THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS. THE SO- 
CALLED "INTERNAL SOLUTION" WILL NOT PRODUCE A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT AND THEREFORE WILL NOT HAVE THE SUPPORT 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

TO RE-EMPHASIZE OUR OPPOSITION TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE 
ILLEGAL MINORITY-IMPOSED CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT IN 
RHODESIA, THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL VIGOROUSLY SUPPORT 
THE REPEAL OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT. WE DO THIS IN CONFORMITY 
WITH OUR INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND ALSO BECAUSE WE BE- 
LIEVE IT REPRESENTS A STEP TOWARD A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
IN RHODESIA. 

WE CALL ON ALL PARTIES TO ACT WITH FLEXIBILITY AND 
RESTRAINT AND GIVE THEIR SUPPORT TO A NEGOTIATED 
SOLUTION THAT CAN BRING BOTH PEACE AND MAJORITY RULE TO 
RHODESIA. END TEXT 
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05033 8Z 066624/66 

P 0503 10Z FEB 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 020983 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 020983 SENT PRETORIA DAR ES SALAAM 
MAPUTO LUSAKA GABORONE KINSHASA JAN 31. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 020983 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S PRESS CONFERENCE, JANUARY 3 1 

1 . AT HIS JANUARY 31 PRESS CONFERENCE, WHICH IS SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN AT 10:00 A.M., SECRETARY VANCE WILL DELIVER A 
PREPARED STATEMENT ON RHODESIA. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO 
DELIVER A COPY OF THIS STATEMENT TO THE HIGHEST RANKING 
APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL WHO IS AVAILABLE TO RECEIVE IT. IF 
POSSIBLE, THE STATEMENT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
LOCAL OFFICIALS BEFORE SECRETARY VANCE DELIVERS IT IN 
WASHINGTON. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. WE VERY MUCH REGRET THAT EFFORTS TO REACH 
A SATISFACTORY NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO THE RHODESIAN 
PROBLEM HAVE, FOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST, BEEN DEALT A SERIOUS 
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BLOW. THE POSITION ANNOUNCED BY IAN SMITH HAS RESULTED 
IN A NEW AND MORE DANGEROUS SITUATION REGARDING THE 
PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 

WE REMAIN DEDICATED TO A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE 
RHODESIAN ISSUE LEADING TO MAJORITY RULE. WE ARE 
CONFERRING WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, AND ARE CONTINUING 
TO CONSULT WITH THE AFRICAN LEADERS MOST DIRECTLY CON 
CERNED WITH THIS PROBLEM, AS WELL AS THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. THE BRITISH PROPOSAL REMAINS, IN 
OUR VIEW, A VALID BASIS FOR NEGOTIATION. 

THE RHODESIAN AUTHORITIES SHOULD UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THAT 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN THEY COUNT ON ANY FORM OF 
AMERICAN ASSISTANCE IN THEIR EFFORT TO PREVENT MAJORITY 
RULE IN RHODESIA OR TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
EXCLUDE LEADERS OF THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS. THE SO- 
CALLED "INTERNAL SOLUTION" WILL NOT PRODUCE A PEACEFUL 
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SETTLEMENT AND THEREFORE WILL NOT HAVE THE SUPPORT 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

TO RE-EMPHASIZE OUR OPPOSITION TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE 
ILLEGAL MINORITY-IMPOSED CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT IN 
RHODESIA, THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL VIGOROUSLY SUPPORT 
THE REPEAL OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT. WE DO THIS IN CONFORMITY 
WITH OUR INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND ALSO BECAUSE WE BE- 
LIEVE IT REPRESENTS A STEP TOWARD A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
IN RHODESIA. 

WE CALL ON ALL PARTIES TO ACT WITH FLEXIBILITY AND 
RESTRAINT AND GIVE THEIR SUPPORT TO A NEGOTIATED 
SOLUTION THAT CAN BRING BOTH PEACE AND MAJORITY RULE TO 
RHODESIA. END TEXT VANCE 
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